
LLANHARAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
AUDIT COMMITTEE – 6 FEBRUARY 2014

Present: Councillors Bowman, Evans, William Hopkin, Parker and W Thomas

Also:  Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the Council

Apology; Councillor Poynor

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED – That Councillor Parker be elected Chairman

 (Councillor Parker, Chairman, in the Chair)

2. ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED – That Councillor William Hopkin be elected Deputy Chairman

3. BUDGET 2014/15

Members were advised that Lesley Griffiths AM, Minister for Local Government and 
Government Business had announced the revenue support grant for principal local 
authorities in Wales. The ‘headlines’ of the settlement were:

• Funding for local government at an all Wales level would see a cut of 
5.81% next year

• Spending would fall from £4.648bn this year to £4.466bn next year – a cut 
in cash terms of 3.91% or 5.81% in real terms

• The settlement for RCT shows a reduction of 3.1% but after adjustments 
have been taken into account this figure is -3.7%. This is a significant cut 
in funding, especially in the context of inflation which is currently around 
+2-3 % and significant increases in service demand

• Indicative allocations for 2015/16 show a further reduction of 1.4% on the 
2014/15 funding.  RCT advise that over the next four years reductions of 
£70m will have to be made

• RCT’s general capital funding allocation has again been reduced by 1.1% 

to £11.194m, following reductions of 20% in 2011/12; 7.7% in 2012/13 and 

1.9% in 2013/14 

The Minister had also stated “I am distributing all the available funding through the 
Settlement for the benefit of all local authorities and the people of Wales.  In setting 
council tax levels, I expect Authorities to ensure they are able to sustain local 
services and implement the protection we are providing for schools.  However, I also 
expect them to balance this with considering the pressures on the finances of hard 
pressed households – it will be for each local authority to justify its decision on 



council tax to its citizens”  Members noted that In England, the Government had set 
aside monies to support Councils there who might wish to set very low levels of 
council tax. However, in Wales the Welsh Government had not introduced such a 
scheme.

The Clerk reported that the tax base for 2014/15 was £2723.93, an increase of 
£138.37 over the previous year, but this was still below the tax base figure when the 
Ynysddu Estate was included in the Llanharan Community.  Members (a) noted the 
increase but they sought an assurance that it fully reflected the extent of new 
building within the community area and where a new property was occupied during 
the financial year that the Community  Council received its appropriate share of the 
council tax payment and (b) questioned whether RCT’s collection rate for council tax 
had been achieved and whether the tax base should be at a higher level

Members also received an analysis of the current year’s budget and details of the 
anticipated out-turn which was slightly  above the budgeted figure because of 
expenditure on items delayed from the previous financial year.  Careful and detailed 
consideration was given to the level of Council services, the level of balances and 
suggestions for improvements in 2014/15, in particular:

•  The provision and maintenance of bus shelters
•  The further development of the Brynnau Gwynion Play  area
•  Festive lighting

1. Financial support to other bodies – The Clerk advised  that the 
Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust had been examining all 
avenues available to reduce expenditure and they had set a 
target of £5,000 as  the level of financial support required from 
the Community Council in  2014/15. 

•  Rights of way
•  Brynna Woods
•  Council strategy proposals

Recommended – That

(1) RCT be asked to confirm (a) that the notified council tax base includes all the 
newly constructed and occupied properties in Llanharan and  (b) the successful rate 
of council tax  collection in 2012/3 and whether all the precept income has been re-
imbursed to the Community Council;

(2) the proposed budget outlined in Appendix A of the Clerk’s report be approved 
subject to the following amendments:



(a) the estimate for financial support to the Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust be 
reduced to £5000
(b) the estimate for the development and improvement of Brynna Woods be 
increased to £10000 and the Wildlife Trust be asked to bring forward a scheme for 
improved signage to the woodland;
(c) the estimate for General Grants be increased to £14600
(d) the estimate for the Council’s Strategy proposals be increased to £10000

(3) the Economy and Environment Group:
(a)  be asked to prepare a schedule for the provision/replacement of bus shelters 
and
(b)  in conjunction with the Footpaths and Allotments Committee consider the 
provision of replacement fencing on the Bridgend Road allotment site;
 
(4) the further development of the Brynna Gwynion play area be put on hold until 
the drainage problems are resolved and the Community, Social and Youth Group be 
asked to consider future phases of the development and bring forward proposals to 
an early meeting of the Council;

(5) the Community, Social and Youth  Group be also asked to consider how the 
Council could maximise/improve the provision of festive lighting (including the 
involvement of local businesses)  and report to an early meeting of the Council;

(6) the Council’s precept for 2014/15 be set at 52p to produce an amount of 
£141,644.36  and  RCT be informed accordingly.

4. CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE

Members considered increasing this allowance to allow the Council to make a long 
service award to Mrs Jean Harris, who had been employed by the Council for more 
than 25 years

Recommended – That the Chairman’s allowance be increased this year by £200 
and Mrs Harris be invited to a presentation at the next Council meeting

5. LLANHARAN RFC SONGSTERS

NOTED –  with regret that the Songsters had been wound up and they would shortly 
decide on the distribution of their assets


